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ﬂ [’ d', ; Apart from missionary work in Singapore and Malaya, Jamiyah

'Ql n was instrumental as a publisher of Muslim books and maga-
zines. Many Muslim reformers, inspired by the teachings of Jam-
aluddin Al-Afghani and Muhammad Abduh, the founders of
Islamic reform movement, started off in Singapore.

Syed Sheikh Alhady, the founder of the influential newspaper Al-lmam (The Leader) and A
Hassan (also known Hassan Bandung), a preacher and translator of Quran into Malay, made
Singapore as their platform for missionary activities in the region.

A roving ambassador of Islam, Maulana Abdul Aleem, would stop over in Singapore after his
various legs of journey, to continuously inject the Islamic spiritual message. In fact, he sensed
the growing rift among the populace just after the 2nd wWorld War. He urged the then Governor
General Sir Malcom MacDonald to the formation of the Inter-Religious Organisation which
membership including heads of the main religious groups in 1949. It was a pure attempt to
create harmony among the various religious adherents here after the trauma of war and the
threat of communism and communalism.

However, the bloody Natrah riot took place — when the High Court overturned a decision on the
status of Maria Hertogh, a Dutch girl who was raised as Muslim and named Natrah and was
married to a Muslim, Mansor Adabi. She was returned to her biological parents who were
Catholics.” Another riot occurred in 1964 when Jamiyah and many Muslim organisations were
staging an annual parade to commemorate the Prophet Muhammad's birthday (Maulid). The
impact of the incidence not only marred religious relations in Singapore, but also Jamiyah's
activities in reaching out to the masses.
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Iher story has been chronicled in many versions, including a recent novel, Atas Nama Cinta
¥ P (In the Name of Love, 2007) by Isa Kamari, a SEA Write Award Recipient. 65













